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The Rarest Phenomenon on the Earth 


Unlettered himself, he could yet speak with an eloquence and 
fervour which moved men to tears of ecstasy. Born an orphan 
and blessed with no worldly goods, he was loved by all. He had 
studied at no military academy; yet he could organise his forces 
against tremendous odds and gained victories through the moral 
forces which he marshalled. Gifted men with a genius for prea- 
_ ching are rare. Descartes included the perfect preacher among 
the rarest kind in the world. Hitler in his Mein Kampf has expres- 
sed a similar view. He says: “‘A great theorist is seldom a great 
leader. An agitator is far more likely to possess these qualities. 
He will always be a better leader. For, leadership means ability 
to move masses of men. The talent to produce ideas has nothing 
in common with capacity for leadership’. But, he says: “the 
union of the theorist, organiser, and leader in one man is the 
rarest phenomenon on this earth; therein consists greatness.” In 
the person of the Prophet of Islam the world has seen this rarest 
phenomenon on the earth, walking in flesh and blood. 


And more wonderful still is wnat the Reverened Bosworth 
Smith remarks: ‘“‘Head of the State as well as the Church, he was 
Caesar and Pope in one; but, he was Pope without the Pope’s 
claims, and Caesar without the legions of Caesar, without a 
standing army, without a bodyguard, without a palace, without a 
fixed revenue. If ever any man had the right to say that he ruled 
by aright divine, it was Muhammad, for he had all power without 
its instruments and without its supports. He cared not for the 
dressings of power. The simplicity of his private life was in 
keeping with his public life.” 
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MOHAMMAD: 
On Top of the Hundred Bests 


(Mohammad) was the only man in history who was supremely 
successful on both the religous and the secular levels. Of humble 
érigins, Mohammad founded and promulgated one of the world’s 
greatest religions and became an immensely effective political 
leader. Today, thirteen centuries after his death, his influence is 
still powerful and pervasive. The Bedouine tribesmen of Arabia 
had been no match for the larger armies of the kingdomes in the 
settled agricultural areas to the north. However, unified by 
Mohammad for the first time in history, and inspired by their 
ferventbelief in the one true God, these small Arab armies now 
embarked upon one of the most astonishing series of conquests in 
human history. For a while, it must have seemed that the 
Muslims would overwhelm all of Christian Europe. However, in 
732, at the famous battle of Tours, a Muslim army which had 
advanced into the centre of France, was at last defeated by the 
Franks. Nevertheless, in a scant century of fighting, these 
Bedouin tribesmen, inspired by the word of the prophet, had 
carved out an empire stretching from the borders of India to the 
Atlantic ocean—the largest empire that the world had yet seen. 
Of many important historical events, one might say that they 
were inevitable and would have occurred even without the 
particular political leader who guided them. But this cannot be 
said of the Arab conquests. Nothing similar had occurred before 
Mohammad, and there is no reason to believe that the conquests 
would have been achieved without him. We see then, that The 
Arab conquests of the seventh century have continued to play an 
important role in human history, down to the present day. It is 
this unparalleled combination of secular and religious influence 
which I feel entitles Mohammad to be considered the most inf- 
luential single figure in human history. 

Dr. Michael H. Hart, The 100, New New York 1978. 
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